
 

 

 
  

Fourth Sunday of 
Easter 
May 11, 2025 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church & School 
304 South St., Collinsville, IL 62234 



+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
 

821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

  



Stand 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

Introit 

I am the good  | shepherd.* 

 I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life  | for 

the sheep. 

He chose David his servant and took him from the  | sheepfolds;* 

 from following the nursing ewes he brought him to shepherd 

Jacob his people, Israel his in- | heritance.* 

With upright heart he shep- | herded them* 

 and guided them with his  | skillful hand. 

But we your people, the sheep of your pasture, will give thanks to 

you for- | ever;* 

 from generation to generation we will re- | count your praise. 

Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

I am the good  | shepherd.* 

 I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life  | for 

the sheep. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 



Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us 

free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and 

glory are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all 

creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb 

forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from 

death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that 

when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who 

calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

First Reading Acts 20:17–35 
 17Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the 

church to come to him. 18And when they came to him, he said to them: 

 “You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from 

the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19serving the Lord with all humility 

and with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of 

the Jews; 20how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was 

profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, 
21testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of 

faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, I am going to 

Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to 



me there, 23except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that 

imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24But I do not account my life of 

any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and 

the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel 

of the grace of God. 25And now, behold, I know that none of you among 

whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face 

again. 26Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood 

of all of you, 27for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole 

counsel of God. 28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, 

in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church 

of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29I know that after my 

departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 
30and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted 

things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, 

remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish 

everyone with tears. 32And now I commend you to God and to the word 

of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance 

among all those who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or 

apparel. 34You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my 

necessities and to those who were with me. 35In all things I have shown 

you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and 

remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more 

blessed to give than to receive.’” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem: (8:00) The Lamb-Adult choir 

 

Epistle Revelation 7:9–17 
 9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 

number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 

with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the 

elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the 

throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 

wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God 

forever and ever! Amen.” 

 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, 

clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” 14I said to him, 

“Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of 



the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white 

in the blood of the Lamb. 

15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, 

 and serve him day and night in his temple; 

 and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; 

 the sun shall not strike them, 

 nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 

 and he will guide them to springs of living water, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

C Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel St. John 10:22–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 22At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was 

winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of 

Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long 

will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 
25Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works 

that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26but you do not 

believe because you are not part of my flock. 27My sheep hear my voice, 

and I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they 

will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29My 

Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able 

to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are one.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
 

Sermon 
 



Stand 

8:00 - Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

10:30 - Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 



     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sit 

Offering:  (8:00) Because He Lives  

 (10:30) Feed My Sheep-Luke Elowsky, soloist 
Our offerings serve to sustain the foundation of our church, the day-to-

day “keeping the doors open and the lights on.” We have witnessed 

the gifts to repair and update our sanctuary so that we may provide 

for next generations to worship here. As we are blessed, together we 

gather our gifts and present them to the glory of God the Father.  

2 Corinthians 9:7 - Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the 

name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the 

Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His 

people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O 

Jerusalem. 

  



+ 10:30 - SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You 

on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins 

of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His 

rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with 

Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 

our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 

Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 

the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 



feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy 

on us. 



Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy 

on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us 

peace. 

 

Sit 

Distribution 

Today we are celebrating the Sacrament of our Lord Jesus Christ's 

true body and true blood. Since reception of the Lord's Supper 

expresses not only fellowship with the Lord, but also fellowship 

and agreement with the teachings of the Pastor and congregation, 

we follow the Biblical practice of closed communion. If you are not 

a current member of Holy Cross or one of our sister LCMS 

congregations, please speak with Pastor Wright before communing 

at our altar. We encourage those not receiving communion to 

come forward and receive a blessing, signifying this by crossing 

their arms over their chest. 
 

740 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 
 

625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread 
 

Stand 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has 

done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 

in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 



8:00 - Prayer 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 

cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

8:00 - Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

937 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace 
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