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Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Those Who Serve Us 
 

Preacher:   Vicar Ben Leeper 
Liturgist:   Rev. Kyle Wright, II  
   Sem. Brandon Johnson 
Organist:   Mrs. Joy Elowsky  



 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 

Prelude  (8:00) They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love-Douglas Wagner          

 

837 Lift High the Cross sts. ref–4, 6 

ref Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod, 

Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 

 

2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain 

 

3 All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 

Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain 

 

4 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: Holy Cross Lutheran Church no. 10001176 

 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C  Amen. 



Declaration of Grace LSB 151 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives 

us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of 

God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, 

bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  C Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

Stand 

Introit 

Come and hear, all you who  | fear God,* 

 and I will tell what he has done  | for my soul. 

Shout for joy to God,  | all the earth;* 

 sing the glory of his name; give to him  | glorious praise! 

Bless our God, O  | peoples;* 

 let the sound of his  | praise be heard, 

who has kept our soul among the  | living* 

 and has not let our  | feet slip. 

Blessèd  | be God,* 

 because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast  | love from me! 

Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

Come and hear, all you who  | fear God,* 

 and I will tell what he has done  | for my soul. 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think 

those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

First Reading Acts 10:34–48 

 34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every 

nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word that he sent 

to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know 

what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good 

and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all 

that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 

tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who 

had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of 

the living and the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45And the 

believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the 

Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and 

extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have 

received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem: (10:30) Alleluia, Christ is Risen-Mark Patterson                3rd grade 

 

Epistle 1 John 5:1–8 

 1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 

Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when 

we love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For everyone who has been born of God 

overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that 

overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and 

the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that 

testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 



Holy Gospel John 15:9–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in 

his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one 

than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. 15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is 

doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 
16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that 

your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These 

things I command you, so that you will love one another.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

706 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living 

1 Love in Christ is strong and living, 

    Binding faithful hearts in one; 

Love in Christ is true and giving. 

    May His will in us be done. 

 

2 Love is patient and forbearing, 

    Clothed in Christ’s humility, 

Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, 

    Reaching out in charity. 

 

3 Love in Christ abides forever, 

    Fainting not when ills attend; 

Love, forgiving and forgiven, 

    Shall endure until life’s end. 
Text: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Holy Cross Lutheran Church  no. 10001176 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

✞ Prayers have been requested for:   Max Malwitz, Frieda Maack, Sandy Coleman,   Karen Hartman, 

Peggy Meier, Paul Koopman,  Kenneth Korsmeyer,  Patricia Eberhart, Duane Turner, Mike Cluck, Jim 

Eichelman,  Chrissi Bergt, Doug Rankin, Rev. Edwin Brese, Doreen Fedder, Renee Delashmit, Peggy 

Sachtleben, Ron Bopp, Nancy Eckert, Fred Kurtz, Karen Simpkins, Lukas Hearn, Clarence Fenton, Bea 

Farris  

✞ Long term:  Dianna Moore, Tom Arnotti, Rev. Jim Hoppes, Nancy Althardt, Chris Rodenberg, Harper 

Williams,  Alicia Flath Rayner,  Mike Barthel, Ron & Mona Klein, Steve Crimmins, Larry Berkel,  

Michelle Baggett, Ann Boulch, Stephanie Stosberg, Earnest Smith, David Wentzel, Dorothy Frey,   

Blake Bohnenstiehl, Isabella Boyer, Karen Hendricks, Jeff Baer,  Rachael LaCroix, Brandon Ponce,  

Judy Reynolds, Greg Herberts, Ashley Rieck, Carolyn McDonald,  Mary Holcomb, MaryAnn Wright, 

Fred Poddig Sr., Amy Davis, Gerrit Gillespie, Gary Langley,  Nancy Petty-Smith,  Theresa Gramlich, 

Paul Wood, Sonja Witte, Colton Tourville   

✞ Our missionaries:   Pastor Joel Fritsche—Dominican Republic, Pastor Wilhelm Weber—Wittenberg, 

Germany ,  Pastor Nicholas Salifu—Ghana, Africa      

Sit 

 

Offering:  (8:00) Children of the Heavenly Father-Cathy Mokelbust   Adult handbells 

     (10:30) The Story of Easter-                3rd grade 

As the Church Community, we use our resources together to care for the needs of our neighbors and proclaim 

the gospel to all who need to hear it. As members of this community, if you would like to work toward these 

goals, one way you can do this is by giving an offering through the plate in the back, through the mail, or 

through the "Donate Now" button on our website. Thank you for the time, prayers, and offerings you joyfully 

give in service of our neighbor and the gospel! 

 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

808 O Sing to the Lord sts. 1–5 

1 O sing to the Lord, 

    O sing God a new song. 

O sing to the Lord, 

    O sing God a new song. 

O sing to the Lord, 

    O sing God a new song. 

O sing to our God, 

    O sing to our God. 

 

2 For God is the Lord! 

    And God has done wonders. 

For God is the Lord! 

    And God has done wonders. 

For God is the Lord! 

    And God has done wonders. 

O sing to our God, 

    O sing to our God. 

 

3 So dance for our God 

    And blow all the trumpets. 

So dance for our God 

    And blow all the trumpets. 

So dance for our God 

    And blow all the trumpets. 

And sing to our God, 

    And sing to our God. 

 

4 O shout to our God, 

    Who gave us the Spirit. 

O shout to our God, 

    Who gave us the Spirit. 

O shout to our God, 

    Who gave us the Spirit. 

O sing to our God, 

    O sing to our God. 

 

5 For Jesus is Lord! 

    Amen! Alleluia! 

For Jesus is Lord! 

    Amen! Alleluia! 

For Jesus is Lord! 

    Amen! Alleluia! 

O sing to our God, 

    O sing to our God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: © Gerhard Cartford. Used by permission: Holy Cross Lutheran Church  no. 10001176 
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 

Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive You all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Psalm Psalm 98 

1Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

 for he has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm 

 have worked salvation for him. 
2The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

 to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

 the salvation of our God. 

4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

 with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

 make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

 the world and those who dwell in it! 
8Let the rivers clap their hands; 

 let the hills sing for joy together 
9before the LORD, for he comes 

 to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

 and the peoples with equity. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

  



Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Distribution 

 

After receiving the Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we ask that you exit the sanctuary as directed, 

leaving through the door which you entered. Please bring all of your belongings with you, as you will not return 

to your seat. If you are not a member here at Holy Cross or one of our sister LCMS congregations, please come 

up anyways and cross your arms. While we are unable to share communion with you without first having a 

conversation, we would love to give you a blessing to welcome you to Holy Cross. This practice also helps us 

maintain peak COVID-19 safety, as it ensures that no one passes by another person unnecessarily. Thank you!  
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New Attendance Cards are digital: 
How to use the Digital Connect Card QR Code: 

1. Open the Camera app on your smart phone 

2. Hold the Camera over the QR code box.  

3. A link will appear. Tap the link to be taken to Digital Connect Card 

4. If you do not have a smart phone, type in the link below the QR code into 

your computer  

 

In-person Worship Guidelines  
• Social distancing is important so please keep your distance from others as you enter and exit the 

church. 

• To maintain a safe environment for all who worship here, masks are to be worn at all times. 

• ALL members will be seated by an usher.  Family groups will be allowed to be seated together.    

• Worship without Communion - Ushers will seat families from the front to the back and exit, with 

the help of an usher, from the back to the front.  Please exit the building so that sanitizing can take 

place to prepare for the next worship service.   

• Worship with Communion – Ushers will seat families from the front to the back and exit will be as 

directed by Pastor & Vicar after you have received communion. 

• Sanitizers will be available at the top of the stairs as you enter and exit the sanctuary.  Please use it. 

• Paper bulletins will be handed to you by an usher.  Please take your bulletins with you and dispose 

of them at home. 

• Offerings will be placed into a plate situated at the back of the church where you enter and exit the 

sanctuary.    

• Restrooms will be for limited use only. Which are found at the top of the stairs, or just below the 

landing.  Please do not use the restrooms in the Fellowship Center. 

• No Bible Classes, Sunday School or Coffee Hour will be available until move out of Phase 4 of the 

reopening plan. 

• The Fellowship Center is closed for general use because it is now being used as a classroom. To 

keep it sanitized, we ask you do not enter it during the weekend. 

• We ask for your patience.  We know we will want to celebrate our return and greet friends we 

haven’t seen in a while.  Please follow all the guidelines as we Praise God for the return of some 

normalcy in our lives. 

Get Wright For Sunday 
Have you been missing Bible study? Do you have questions about the Lesson from 
service?   
"Get Wright For Sunday" is a podcast designed to prepare you for Sunday 
Worship...and beyond! In each episode, Pastor Wright and Vicar Leeper discuss 
the lessons you heard read in worship and explore their context, meaning, and 
implications for you! For more information, scan the QR code or type in the 
link on the left. 

 Pastor Wright and 


